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March 25, 2021

Good Afternoon Hawthorne Families.

We hope this email finds your families well.  The purpose of this correspondence is to share
revised guidance from the NJ Department of Health and to provide an update to our instructional
program.

On March 23, 2021, the NJ Department of Health once again updated its guidance for all New
Jersey schools.  The revised document can be found here or on our district website. As per this
new guidance, in both moderate (yellow) and high-risk (orange) categories, the NJDOH is now
recommending 3ft. of distance in all elementary classrooms. In middle and high school
classrooms, the recommendation for social distancing varies depending on the risk category.
When in the High-Risk (orange) category, it states, "Recommend 6ft. of physical distancing
between students to the maximum extent practicable with strict adherence to mask-wearing." As
I have shared previously, we have worked hard to ensure 6ft. of distance in all classrooms, with
some exceptions where 6 ft. is not possible. However, even in those spaces, we maintain either
4ft. or 5ft. of distancing.

Regarding our instructional schedule, I am happy to share that our combined cohort model has
gone well over the last two weeks and we are planning to continue with our combined cohorts
after the spring recess and into the 4th marking period. We are also planning to transition to 5
half-days of in-person instruction starting on Wednesday, April 21st.  The current plan is to
remain in our 4-day a week schedule (with remote Wednesdays) for two weeks following the
spring recess.  This will include the weeks of April 5th and April 12th.  However, beginning the
week of April 19th, students will transition to 5 half days a week, with Wednesdays now
becoming in-person days.  We feel confident that we can make this transition safely and maintain
our afternoon cleaning schedules as the afternoons will continue to be fully remote.  As we make
this transition to 5 in-person days, your child’s school will communicate details regarding
changes to their instructional schedule.

FINAL REMINDER: Transition Between Remote and In-Person Models
Please be reminded that all students who wish to change their instructional model for the 4th
Marking Period (from in-person to full remote or vice versa) must complete the form located on
our district website or found below no later than Friday, March 26, 2021.

Parent Selection for Remote Learning Selección de padres de aprendizaje remoto

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/Updated%20NJ%20DOH%20Guidance%20March%202021.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/Parent%20Selection%20Letter.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/Seleccio%CC%81n%20de%20padres%20de%20aprendizaje%20remoto.pdf


New Jersey Travel Advisory
Also, the travel advisory in New Jersey is still in place.  So, as we approach the spring recess
(March 29 - April 2, 2021), please allow this communication to set forth the district’s position
regarding the State’s quarantine advisory for individuals who travel outside of New Jersey.  First,
we strongly discourage travel outside of New Jersey because of the health risks such travel poses
to our employees and their families.  Second, we are all expected to comply with the current
travel advisory requiring individuals who return from any U.S. state or territory beyond the
immediate region (New York, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Delaware) to self-quarantine.

For our District, the quarantine period remains ten days because of the risk of transmission to the
greater school populations.  Recognizing that some families may choose to travel regardless of
the State’s quarantine advisory, the District will strictly impose the 10-day quarantine period.
Families who have traveled out of state should not attend school until they have completed
their 10-day quarantine. It is imperative that all parents adhere to the quarantine guidelines
and not send their child to school until the 10-day quarantine period is complete.

In closing, I wish all of our families Happy Holidays and a relaxing spring recess.  As always,
we will continue to share updates with our Hawthorne Community and will post all
communications to the Restart and Recovery Webpage. Please remember, we are here to answer
questions and support our Hawthorne families.  So, please don’t hesitate to reach out to your
child’s teacher, building administrator, or my office with any questions.

With Appreciation,

Richard A. Spirito

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery

